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REPORT. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  two  reports 
oj  the  secretary  of  war,  the  secretary  and 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  commissioners 
under  the  act  of  congress  passed  the  7th  of 
April,  1798,  intituled,  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  ref  ugees  from  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia," 

REPORT.... 

THAT,  when  the  American  people  formed  the 
intention  of  throwing  off  their  allegiance  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  establish  an  independent  go- 
vernment, they  contemplated  including  those  of  the 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  other  states,  and  with  this  view,  endeavored  to 
unite  the  people  of  those  provinces  in  the  common 
cause. 

No  doubt,  from  a  persuasion  that  the  whole  would 
stand  or  fall  together,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
those  provinces,  which  were,  for  the  most  part  of  the 
revolutionarv  war,  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy, 
abandoned  their  homes,  fled  to  the  other  states,  and 
joine  d  their  efforts  with  the  friends  of  the  revolution. 

That  when  peace  was  concluded  in  1783,  and  the 
independence  of  these  states  acknowledged  by  Great 
Britain,  those  provinces  were  not  included,  but  left 
under  the  power  of  the  British  king,  and  consequent- 
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ly  the  property  of  all  such  as  had  taken  a  part  against 
him  in  the  war  was  of  course  confiscated. 

That  congress,  from  a  just  sense  of  the  distressed 
situation  of  those  who  had  emigrated  from  these  pro- 
vinces to  join  the  standard  of  American  freedom,  and 
thereby  had  provoked  the  vengeance  of  their  king, 
did,  by  a  resolution  the  same  year  peace  was  con- 
cluded, pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  to  remunerate, 
by  a  grant  of  land,  these  people  for  their  losses  and 
sufferings. 

That  nothing  further,  however,  was  done  respect- 
ing it,  under  the  old  confederated  government,  nor 
until  1798,  when  an  act  was  passed  setting  apart  a 
tract  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  those 
sufferers,  prescribing  the  mode  in  which  proof  of  their 
services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  should  be  exhibit- 
ed, and  appointing  the  secretary  of  war,  the  secretary 
and  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  commissioners  to 
examine  those  claims,  and  report  on  the  same  to  con- 
gress, allowing  to  those  of  the  first  class,  a  quantity, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  acres,  and  to  the  last 
class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  making 
such  intermediate  classes  as  the  resolutions  aforesaid, 
and  distributive  justice  might,  in  their  judgment,  re- 
quire ;  and  that  in  case  any  such  claimant  should  have 
sustained  such  losses  and  sufferings,  or  performed 
such  services  for  the  United  States,  that  he  could  not 
justly  be  classed  in  any  one  general  class,  a  separate 
report  should  be  made  of  his  circumstances,  toge- 
ther with  the  quantity  of  land  that  ought  to  be  allow- 
ed him,  having  reference  to  the  foregoing  rates.  The 
period  for  exhibiting  such  claims  was  by  this  act  li- 
mited to  two  years;  but,  by  another  act  of  March  6, 
18(4,  the  first  mentioned  act  was  revived  and  conti- 
nued in  force  for  two  years. 

Under  these  acts  the  said  commissioners  have  made 
the  two  reports  in  question,  one  in  favor  of  the  follow- 
ing persons,  to  wit :  The  widow  of  the  late  gene- 
ral Moses  Hazen  1,600  acres  ;  Elijah  Ayre,  sen.  1,000 
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acres ;  Elijah  Ay  re,  jun.  320  acres,  and  Anthony 
Buck  250  acres  all  of  which  are  included  in  one  ge- 
neral report.  The  other  report  in  favor  of  two  others, 
to  wit  :  Chloe  Shannon,  the  wife  of  James  Noble 
Shannon,  and  relict  of  Obadiah  Ayre,  deceased,  1,280 
acres,  and  James  Ruland  960  acres,  also  in  one 
general  report,  without,  in  either  of  the  two  reports, 
any  specification  of  the  particular  circumstances  at- 
tending the  two  cases,  in  which  the  claimants  are 
allowed  more  than  1,000  acres  each. 

Upon  a  view  of  these  facts,  the  committee  doubt 
whether  it  will  be  consistent  with  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act,  or  a  due  exercise  of  that  discretion 
which  seems  thereby  to  have  been  reservtd  to  congress, 
under  a  view  of  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case, 
when  spread  before  them  by  a  special  report  of  the 
commissioners,  to  allow  to  any  one  claimant  a  larger 
quantity  than  1,000  acres,  when  no  such  Special  re- 
port has  been  made  in  his  favor. 

Being  however  of  opinion,  that  the  aforesaid  re- 
port furnished  sufficient  evidence  that  the  two  persons 
to  whom  more  than  one  thousand  acres  are  allowed, 
are  fairly  entitled  to,  at  least  1,000  acres  each,  being 
the  greatest  quantity  which  the  commissioners  could 
allow  to  any  one  claimant  in  such  general  report :  the 
committee  therefore  submit  a  bill,  conformably  to  that 
opinion,  and  confirming  the  grants  to  the  other  claim- 
ants agreeably  to  the  said  reports. 


